
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOWN OF LODI 

W10919 County Road V 

Lodi, WI 53555 

Phone: (608) 592-4868 

Fax: (608) 592-2024 

Email: townoflodi@townoflodi.com 

 

 

TOWN BOARD 

James Brooks, Chairman 

Chad Wolter, Supervisor 1 

Marc Hamilton, Supervisor 2 

Tom Marx, Supervisor 3 

Karla Faust, Supervisor 4 

 
 

TOWN BOARD MEETING 

Tuesday, March 8, 2022, at 6:00 PM  
Lodi Town Hall, W10919 County Road V, Lodi, WI 53555  

 

Pursuant to WSS 19.84 the Town of Lodi Town Board will hold a Town Board Meeting as noticed above.  
  
It is possible members of and possibly a quorum of members of other governing bodies of the Town may be in attendance 
at the above-stated meeting to gather information; no action will be taken by any governmental body at the above-
stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to in this notice.  
 

MINUTES 
Board Members Present: James Brooks (Chairman), Chad Wolter (late), Tom Marx, Marc Hamilton, Karla 
Faust 
Non-Board Members Present: Kristi McMorris (Clerk), Jina Decot (Treasurer), Brian Ecklor (Public Works 
Director), Attorney Bill Morgan,  

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER: James Brooks 6:00PM 

a. Roll Call: McMorris 
b. Declaration of Quorum being present: McMorris 
c. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
2. CITIZEN INPUT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS  

a. Jim Seaton; Property on HWY 113 just south of bridge over railroad tracks. He has addressed this 
before. Concern is with junk and abandoned vehicles. He believes this is long past time to be 
corrected. The property is a terrible situation. The abandoned vehicles are in the town ordinances. It 
was a lovely property but now in such disarray. It is a residential area that has turned into a 
commercial operation. The situation the town can deal with is the junk, abandoned vehicles, and 
zoning of property. There is no value of the ordinance if you can’t deal with this. Something needs to 
be done. Brooks to Ecklor; Where are we at with the letters? Ecklor; they are drafted. Brooks; the 
letters are drafted and I have alerted the county.  
b. Nancy Mitchell; I spoke about the property on HWY 113 and Hellenbrand property at the 
December meeting. There is now a third property. Long Trucking on Pollack Rd. All three of these are 
operating in residential zoning. This is not the place for commercial businesses. 
c. Bill Mitchell; We recently attended the Planning and Zoning meeting at the county. I believe what 
we have here is a game of ping pong. Somebody needs to step up to the plate and stop this from 
happening. We are losing our beautiful scenery of our rural area. If you look at the annual report 
under planning and zoning there are very few complaints in zoning.  
d. Doreen Reinwand; I will speak specifically to the saw mill property. I recently filed an online 
complaint with the DNR for the burning that is going on there. I haven’t heard back from them, but I 
will keep trying.  
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e. Bill Mitchell; Hellenbrand’s said that they have stopped burning. They have had a huge burning 
sometime in the last 6 weeks. I am not saying it was illegal, but they did have a very very large burn.  
f. Mike Keller; I am a Chief Inspector that works for Kristi and we have recently put together a 
contingency plan. We have a request for the next time the budget is put together. We have a big 
problem of parking here. We are looking to see what could be done for more parking here. We don’t 
want to see anyone get hurt because of the volume of people. If we could have alternate parking 
that would be great. 
g. Nancy Mitchell; I’m an election inspector too and I second what Mike said. There have been many 
elections that we would park at someone’s house and walk down here. It is an issue that we need to 
have an additional parking place.  
h. Martin Sears; I want to find out where you guys are at on the Utility District. I know that James 
you are going around telling people that you aren’t getting your money’s worth at the sanitary 
district. I think you are going to be getting in over your heads. I think you need to have a 
conversation with the sanitary district. This is going to cost all of us our low rates. 
i. Breunig; What is the advantage of the town taking over the sanitary district? 
Brooks: What is the board’s consensus about having the Utility District on next month’s agenda? 
Marx: I think we should have a meeting to hear the community input first and then have another 
meeting with the board to discuss it. 
Breunig; Why can’t this be a referendum vote? 
Hamilton: As a citizen I would like to state the reasons I think we should have it. 

• Road to recovery funds could have been used and we didn’t know it 

• ARPA funds; the sanitary district could use these funds but we don’t know what they 
need. 

• If we get it all under one roof we can see where these funds go.  

• Future funding is going towards grants. We need to be prepared to write grants. We 
are competing with all other towns in WI. We need to work together. One of them is 
for broadband and I know that the Sanitary District can use that.  

• Office hours can be shared. 

• If there was a catastrophic injury to our employees they can cover for each other.  

• Shared rent. 
I would also like to Congratulate the board on the cost of taxes in the past 5 years. The town of Lodi 
has gone up an average of .34% in the past 5 years. 
I will request that the Utility District gets put on a future agenda.  
Karla Faust; Yes, I do want this as an agenda item. That way everyone knows it is the second Tuesday 
in April.  
Faust; I want to speak as a citizen of the Town of Lodi. The thing I am most disheartened about is 
that we are looking at considering doing something that is for the betterment of the township. I 
keep reading that we are doing something sneaking and wrong, and we are only considering what 
could be best for the town’s people. There isn’t one part of my being that sits in this seat that is 
thinking I will steal one dime from anyone. We have a bunch of keyboard bullies that are going after 
us and we are just asking that they listen.  
Marx: I agree with Karla and I think it should be on the April meeting agenda. I personally would like 
to listen to everyone and hear what they all have to say and then have another meeting where the 
board discusses it.  
Hamilton; I would like to see the opposite. I would like a meeting without public input so that we can 
discuss it as a board and get it in order.  
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Brooks: I think we need to put this off to another meeting where we hear from the public to get their 
input.  
Faust: Tentatively 3/15 for a special town board meeting.  
Brooks: At this point I will have everyone hold off on public input on this topic. 
Jim Seaton; I have been on the board for 20 years. I think we just got to relax a little bit. I think we 
have a lot of misinformation and attitudes. I think it needs to be an informational meeting only. 
There should be public input and no closed session.  
Brooks: There will be no portion of the meeting that is closed. From my understanding that would be 
illegal.  
Faust; Are you hoping for us to hear your thoughts and not vote at this meeting? 
Seaton; Yes, what brought this whole thing up was that the bank offered to sell their building and 
that’s been it for 20 years. No one has been complaining about their rates. I just think we need to get 
everyone to relax and hear what’s going on. What is the long-term value to the community to 
changes or no changes? I think this will come from gatherings of the public and it’s a very necessary 
first step. Nobody here is thinking about themselves. And then the board can work on that. Let’s 
slow this thing down and try to get the facts out. 
Brooks; I can’t speak for the other board members but I see this meeting as information gathering 
and for the town board members to speak. I don’t think that there would be any decision making 
that night, but this is just me speaking. We have not been able to sit down and speak as a board 
about this. I think this meeting will be an informational meeting.  
 
  
 

3. CONSENT AGENDA-CONSIDER APPROVAL OF: 
a. MINUTES, FINANCIALS, & REPORTS  

i. Town Board Meeting Minutes: February 8, 2022 
ii. Revenues vs. Expenditures: January & February 2022 

iii. Payment of Bills 
b. Miller Variance/CSM 

i. Motion from Plan Commission  
Marx; Minutes of Feb 8 on page 3 at the top, change property to house. The other thing to mention is that on 
the revenues/expenditures report it appears that half of our budget is gone because of expenses for the 
previous year were paid out in this month. 

Motion: Marx/Faust to approve consent agenda with the above change to the Feb 8 meeting 
minutes. 
Discussion: None 
Vote: 4-0 
 

4. COMMERCIAL BUILDING ORDINANCE- CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL/ADOPTION 
Bill; You have in your packets a draft ordinance with red line so that you can see the proposed changes 
to the existing language. I believe the best place to update our code is in the obvious section of the 
building codes. This also corrected some existing issues that we had which were minor.  

Motion: Marx/Hamilton to approve the Commercial Building Ordinance 
Discussion: None 
Vote: 5-0 
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5. EMS- CONSIDERATION FOR ACTION REGARDING:  
Marx; This was brought up at the last board meeting and we only had one estimate at the time. We did 
get the second estimate (in packet). Both the City of Lodi and Town of West Point have approved up to 
$22,000 for the purchase of these doors.  
Hamilton; May I suggest that you take the audit out of these funds? 
Marx; that is not a bad idea! I will do that.  

a. Garage door purchase 
Motion: Marx/Hamilton to purchase the $16K on the garage doors and springs. 
Discussion: None 
Vote: 5-0 

 
6. OKEE SCHOOL HOUSE FUNDING-CONSIDERATION OF ACTION 
Hamilton: We ran into some difficulties after conferring with legal counsel. We recognize that the Okee school 
house is falling apart and if we don’t do something now it will fall apart. I thought that I would go out 
personally and raise funds to keep it out of the “Town”. I found that if I did that, donors could not write it off 
as a tax deduction. We are looking to raise $100K. So now I am bringing this back to the board to see if we can 
make a separate bank account for donors to donate funds specifically for this project. I am meeting with Mark 
Obois for a fundraiser for this.  
Brooks; So we moved this under the parks but did we motion specifically a vote for you to do this personally? 
Morgan; No, I don’t think you need a motion to bring it back but what I think Supervisor Hamilton is looking 
for is a specific account that we can earmark funds that are given to this as a tax deduction to the donors. The 
question comes if more funds are donated than necessary. 
Hamilton; the funds stay with the school.  
Morgan; that would be up to the board to decide.  
Brooks; Can we get a donor policy formed right away? 
Morgan; Sure. 
Marx: Are you going to need seed money? 
Hamilton; That is why it’s in parks. 
Marx; Do we need a motion for them to use the parks funds? 
Faust; I thought that was the motion for the moving it to the parks. 
Nancy Mitchell; The minutes from December’s meeting do not say that they can use the money.  
Marx; Do we need any kind of motion for them to use the parks funds for this? 
Faust; I would like to have something on record for that for the sake of transparency.  
Nancy Mitchell; How does that work since the funds are designated for parks? 
Faust: That is why we moved it (Okee School House) into parks. 
Hamilton; This is way too complicated. I will take care of the seed money. All I want is permission from the 
board to move this into the town for donations.  
Morgan; I think a motion of what to do with funds that are more than what the project needed. As Supervisor 
Hamilton stated, he would like to see the money stay with the Okee School House and I see a lot of sense in 
that.  

Motion: Marx/Faust to allow Marc Hamilton to proceed with the fundraiser for the Okee 
School House and to move $500 out of the general parks fund into a specific account that is 
for the Okee School House.  

  Discussion: None 
  Vote: 4-1 Wolter 
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7.  DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
a. Clerk Report 
b. Chairman Report 
c. Transfer Site 
d. Public Works 
e. Plan Commission 
f. Park Commission 
g. LAFD Commission 
h. LAEMS Commission 
i. HGLPRD Report 
j. Building Report 

 
8.  UPCOMING MEETING DATES  

a. March 15, 2022 | 6pm | Special Town Board Meeting 
b. April 12, 2022 | 6pm | Town Board Meeting 

 
9.  FUTURE AGENDA ITEM(S) FOR APRIL’S AGENDA 

a. Contract with CCHS 
b. Form quality base selection committee for grants for public works 
c. Roads 
d. ARPA Funds 

 
10.      CLOSED SESSION 
Upon proper motion and vote, the Board will convene in closed session pursuant to Wisconsin Statute s. 19.85 
(1)(g) (Conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advice 
concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become 
involved) regarding a claim by former employee against Town. 
  Motion: Wolter/Brooks to move to closed session.  

Vote: 5-0 

 

11. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION FOR POSSIBLE ACTION ON ITEMS DISCUSSED IN CLOSED SESSION 
 
 
 
12.   ADJOURN 

Motion: Marx/Hamilton Motion to adjourn at 8:24PM. 
Vote: 5-0 

 
 

The Town Board welcomes public input on any agenda or non-agenda topic but will not discuss or take 
action on any topic that is not on the agenda. The Town Board reserves the right to limit the duration of citizen 
statements and will not engage in debate with a citizen presenter. At the sole discretion of the Board Chair, a 
citizen may be recognized for a brief statement during discussion on an agenda topic. No action by the Town 
Board can be taken on any issue or question brought up with the following designated mark** on the agenda. 
If action is needed it will be placed on a future agenda for discussion and possible action or referred to an 
appropriate committee.   
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Agenda prepared by:      Posted/Website:  3/2/2022 | 8:50AM 
Kristi McMorris | Clerk 


